THE FINE PRINT

"Hmmm ... 14 volumes ... three issues per volume. ...” It's 2 zo0d
thing (M.EA. '93; Ph.D. '98) works with c~s ~stead
of numbers, struggling as she is to calculate how many Five 7= -
literary magazines she’s put to bed over the years.

The answer is 42. Sexton has been with Georgia State’s journal of litera® = and
art since its genesis in 1996, working her way up from a doctoral studentc » _ e
start-up team to co-editor (with GSU English professor and founding co-editor
David Bottoms).

Now heading into its 15th volume, i
Five Points has been named among the
nation’s Top 10 Literary Magazines by
Every Writer’s Source, an honor that
puts the publication in some well-es-
tablished company. “"When you look at
some magazines like Georgia Review, - 1
which is over 50 years old, and Kenyon
—3I

-

Review, which is over 80, we're still a
baby,” Sexton says, “but we're ranked
among them, which is nice.”

Sexton, who also teaches in GSU’s
creative writing program, is quick to
credit Five Points’ editorial staff —

-y

comprising graduate students and fac-
ulty colleagues — for their time and
talents in helping her pull each issue
together. Like most literary magazines,

M~ R-scem~/Staff

Five Points solicits poems, stories and
essays from established writers, but the real chore is culling through the thousands
of unsolicited manuscripts they receive every year.

“We have this great mission that we're helping to promote emerging writers,
and it all starts with that front line, with that pool of unsolicited manuscripts our
grad students are reading,” Sexton explains.

For the few works that break through, Sexton reads them next, and then shares
them with faculty colleagues who serve as associate editors. "Usually, if something
has announced itself to the point where it's going on to a second read, there's a
very good chance that it's going to wind up published,” she says.

Over the years, Five Points has uncovered numerous “voices” that have gone
on to wide acclaim and commercial success, Sexton says. And the journal is con-
sistently mined by national “best of” anthologies. “It's almost to the point where
it's just sort of par for the course that the people we are publishing are the people
worth watching,” she is proud to say. ”I think we have very good taste.”

Sexton herself is an award-winning, published writer, starting from when she
was a GSU student taking home the Agnes Scott College Writer's Award for poetry.
She currently has single works out in magazines and anthologies and is juggling
several projects-in-progress including a novel, a children’s book and pursuing a
book deal for her poetry.

Sometimes, she admits, the writing life takes a back seat to real life. “I have a
9-year-old daughter, and I'm co-leader of her Girl Scout troop and very involved
with her activities,” she says. On top of that, she and her husband have a band,
The Skylarks (she plays drums), that practices regularly and plays out on occasion.

And then there’s reading, of course. “it’s like that David Mamet play, ‘Glengarry
Glen Ross,” where they say 'Always be closing,’” Sexton says. "For the literary edi-
tor, it's always be reading.”
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Jimmy Zoll (M.Ed. ’89)
was recently named princi-
pal at Autrey Mill Middle
School in Johns Creek,
Ga. Zoll had served as
princ ~ . ~n Creek
F1 nentary School.” e
-J04.

Brent Adams (B.B.A. ’92)
has been appointed to the
City of Atlanta Board of
Ethics. He was nominat-
ed by the Metro Adanta
Chamber of Commerce
and will serve a three-year
term of office. Adams,
who is executive vice pres-
ident and senior banking
officer of Private Bank of
Buckhead, also current-
ly serves on the adviso-

ry board of Adanta Crime
Stoppers and the board
for the Buckhead Business
Association Leadership
Institute.

et 1eBurns(B © Y3)
isasemc. 2. .cial/busi-
ness analyst at Valiant
Systems, LL.C, in Atlanta.

Verlee Fowler (B.S.’90,
ALPA.’93) owns and
manages WeKare
Placement Services, Inc.,
and WeKare Adult Day
Service in Decatur, Ga.

Russ Lipari (M.PA. 99)
is president of Validus
Group, LLC, an Adanta-
based governmental
affairs, business develop-
ment and strategic
advisory firm.

In 2008 the Atlanta
Business Chronicle selected
Lipari as one of Atlanta’s
“40 under 40” emerging
business leaders.

Winsome Packer
(M.P.A’90), who has
served as a congressio-

nal staffer and an interna-
“onal policy specialist for
« 1e Helsinki Commission,
¢ 'ong other posts, has
w. :ten a politcal novel t-
de “A Personal Agenda”
wit CreateSpace.

Sah -dor Lopez (Ph.D.
’96) ‘-~ a senior lectur-

er i the Department

of :onomics at the

Ur versity of West Georgia.

€ _y Martin (M.B.A. ’92)
' 5 been named chief ex-
scutive officer of Houston
Healthcare. Martin had
been acting as Houston
Healthcare’s interim

CEO since May 2010.
Previously, Martin was
chief operating officer of
the organijzation. Houston
Healthcare serves the
medical needs of resi-
dents in Warner Robins,
Centerville, Perry and
Houston County, Georgia.

Kelly Wingo Warner
(B.A.92) has joined the
‘Women’s and Children’s
Services department at
Floyd Medical Center as

a childbirth educator. In
this role Warner will teach
childbirth education class-
es for expectant parents.
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