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Left, from left, Jesse Hill speaks at the Rotary Club of
Buckhead annual luncheon after being awarded the
Rev. Robert Ross Johnson Humanilanan Award by
Charlie Crawford i Allanla last week Above, Sam
Willlams, president of the Metro Atlanta Chamber of
Commerca, speaks
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Rotary Club of Buckhead honors civil rights leader

By Everett Catts
Megfibor Mewapapnr Mews Eitne

Sam Williwmes stepped 1o the podivm w introdoce
less UL o8 Besndbier dm AdLmta’s covtl mighits movemeni

Williames, president of the Metro Atlanta Chambaer of
Commerce, was pinch-larting for formes Atlanta Mayas
Smlrew Young, who had to attend a Delta Air Lines
event becouse he is on its board

I e Woalliamss Bave been fmends for four decades
S when FIE was honored by Botary Club of Buckbead
as its Rev, Hobert Ross Johnson Humanitarian Asarnd
recipient Dee. 4 at Cherokee Town & Country Club,
Wiklkams was glad 1o il in Tor Young

“lesse Hill 1= my friend and lesse HI s my mentor,”
Foie sanded “0 Tiest even ldmm im 1967, when | was a student at
Crenargda Tech amd an intern for Hormer Atlanta Mayoar
Tvan Allens oifice

Hill added, "Sam could have alked abaout the tirmes
we werne with Mr | Johnd Portman. Weve been there gui
etly Provaking wi inpact

FREL 80, weas o emneenbsee ool b Dwacered of directores fomr
Hiwe |'|':H|1]'n|r|;|n Caaarves ven Ablinea and served as s

iWlent wrd CECY af thw=
Stlanna Life Insurances
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He also was on this

Hooisa st of he e 1 % I
Hﬁhﬂﬂ _Hm Johnson ; thee Mational Associa-
Humanitarian Award win-  jion for the Advance-
ners since the honor was  meni of Colored Men-
established: ple (NAMCP). HIll was

the  first  African-

l:“ﬂl Amernican selected to
% 2“:' mv:' serve on the Board of
faw Young regents for the Uiniver

m1 H" Bﬂihng =00y Svstem il lnI.'I.IIH!.J

m Dan Calhy Williams cited the
, 2003 :I:I'I'“ D. Et?"!z m’:: '”.:'I]:\ :’:;'I':'I"'I'I':‘ Above, Keanu Mitanga, 11, on violin, and sister Myrtil Mitanga, 12, on cellp, children of Herrad Welp and Yamba-Yamba
© 2004 ul Hewi oy ; Mitanga of Allania, performs at the Rotary Club of Atlanta at the Cherokee Town Club in Atlanta last week

2005 Hattia Dﬂﬁﬂ‘!ﬂ' Las., anad Birmingham
2006 Bernie Marcus Alg, for which ciny

[ Id become the
2007 Jesse Hill ik

poonomic capital of

the South. He added
Hill's peaceful effons helped Atanta win the battle dur
i a timmee Billed with viclenee across the South

When Williams was askedd to introduce Hillin Young's
plisce, he called the former mayor

1 talkesd o Andy and he said, "Read my book ['An
Easy Burden'],” Thank God its gor an index.” he said
thumbing through o copy, “lesse helped Andy become
the first black clecved official in Atanta”

Willlams added HHIE helped  desegregate public
schoaols and establish HansGeld-lackson Atlanta Inter
patkonal Airpart, MARTA and other Atlanta organie-
Tinns

“[Saving| Grady [Memoriall Heospital b= one of the
ideas Jessi asked us o tackle cight years ago,” the cham-
ber president said, refernng to the organizations plan (o
hand Grady over tooa nonpeofit corporation supponed
by Allanta busimesses. Last mionth the hospatal's bogad
virted to tuen Grady's control o a ponprofil

The honor HIE feceived s named after the founding
pastor of First Albans Congressional Church in Queens,
N and a community leader in New York Johnson
who moved to Athiantioin 1991, died in 2000 at 79

What we are trying to do is find someane who s
deserving lof the award] and has the trans ey, Bob had
Hill's] contributions to the county have been great,
cluls Pressdent O harlie © rawlond ssid

Following the meeting, Hill was asked about the
lkrvene

AL ru.|_|.|!. o, this club and the award was named
after that bady's father, for has contributions o the city
and the club.” he said, pointing 1o Michele Tompkins
who attended the mecting. " The Rotary clubs in
Mlanta and all over the country were started for pro-
viding important leadership, 1T vou look around the
membership of the club, there are key businesspeaple
and professionals.. That leadership is important o
EVETY COmITEImty

Left, from lelt, Jesse Hil, Bruce
Salzinger, and Charlie Crawiord, show
the Rev. Robert Ross Johnson Human:
itarian Award at the Rotary Club of
Buckhead annual luncheon in Atlanta
last week. Above, Aadu Allpere, presi-
dent-elect of the Rotary Club ol Buck-
hetad, speaks al the annual luncheon




